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Madiam : City of one of the sons of Abraham and
Cetura. Located beyond Arabia to the south ... to
the east of the Red Sea.
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The Midianites’ homeland was centered in the
northwestern corner of the Arabian Peninsula, in the

modern day Hijaz, along the Gulf of Aqaba. The
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Jabal Hurab is a mountain in Mintagat Tabuk, Saudi Arabia. i
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Now when this purification, which their leader
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Pharan: a city beyond Arabia ...
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City Madiam extends beyond the Arabian desert, formerly Pharan, to the east of the Red Sea.
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Origen
The famous Alexandrine theologian is said to have visited the Arabian province three
times: around AD 215, in 247 and in 249.%5' The first time he was invited by the gov-
ernor; the other two visits were made because of heretical tendencies among the
Christians in the province which was to become well known for its heresies. He thus
must have had a good idea of conditions in Roman Arabia. In a commentary to Genesis
25, the list of the sons of Qeturah, he says:

From the sons of Khettoura many peoples arose who inhabit the desert of the
Troglodytae, Arabia eudaimon and that which stretches past Madianitis, the
town Madiam being situated beyond (hypér) Arabia eudaimon, opposite Pharan
to the east of the Red Sea.*?
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zeroth to the west, and mount Seir to the east. It remains
only to observe further, that since we find a city in these
parts near the Red sea, called Pharan, it may probably be
supposed, that this gave name to the adjacent wilderness
of Paran or Pharan.
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Idumaea : Territory of Esau ... Others call it Edom. It is around Petra. Now called the Gebalene.

Seir : Mountain of the land of Edom where Easu dwelled in the region of Gebalene.
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Robinson: "Biblical Researches in Palestine" p. 552, Burckhardt: "Travels" p. 410,
Burton MacDonald: "East Of The Jordan".
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Where was Mount Seir? Bible dictionaries and commentaries are
rather vague on this, usually saying that Mount Seir may be on the
east or the west of the Arabah. However, Musil has made a detailed
study from both biblical and Arabic sources, and he concludes that
Mount Seir was a mountain range now called as-Sera, which rises
close to modern Petra, on the east of the Arabah in Edom/Seir, and
then extends southeast (see map 19.1, pg. 316).

The British explorer Philby says that Mount Seir is the modern
Mount Shara range, and from his map it is clear that this s the same as
Musil’s Sera range (note the similarity of the consonants in Seir, Sera,
and Shara). The Arabic expert St. John Armitage also tells me that ash-
Shara is ancient Mount Seir.

Humphreys S 190N :16 X

On the top of this broad mountain range are two narrow
ridges: one, of Archean granite with veins of basalt and
porphyry, beginning at a point not far west of Petra and
extending far south along the castern edge of the Gulf of
‘Akabah and the Red Sea; the other, a narrow ridge of
Nubian limestone which begins near the south end of the
Dead Sea and runs south as far as Madain Salih and
Madinah, and even beyond. These two ridges lie close
to each other and form the crescent of mountains and peaks
which encircle Petra,

Livingston Robinson S/ 1190 :17 WX

MIDIAN

Mount Seir extends along the length of the Red Sea and includes the area known
as Hedjaz. The inous chain of volcanic formations steetches along the
western border of the platean called the Arabian Desert, and constitutes a barrier
pposite the d ion which comp the bed of the Red Sea. When it is said
that the tribes of Isracl “turned and took our joumney into the wildemess by way
of the Red Sea [Yam Sufl” or that they “compassed Mount Seir many
days” (Deuteronomy 2:1) it means just what is said, that they went southward
along the mountainous chain not far from the shore of the Red Sea in the region
of Hedizz, Bis dibint to-vndérstand <why Hhe | Rstorians ‘and Bible dxegetes
agreed that the decades of wandering of the tribes were confined fo a very small
area which may be crossed in one week or two.
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